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VINDICATION 


OF 


Infant Baptiſm, | 


4. 44 ** . 


Genes, 1. BY. 


God ſhall enlarge Japheth, and he ſhall duel ; 
in the Tents of Shem. 


Tx Words are 3 prediction of the unh 


Noah, a preacher of righteouſneſs, who ſaw the 
old and was the father of the new world; whom 
| God ſaved from the deluge, with his family, by the ark, 
which he prepared through faith, at God's warning, And 
after Noah with his family were come forth of the ark, 
God entered into covenant with him and his ſeed after him; 
and with every living creature, v. 9, 10, of the context; 
and gave him a token of this covenant, the bow in the 
cloud, that is often exhibited before our eyes, as a ſtand- 
ing demonſtration of the continuance: of that covenant 
with Noah, his ſeed and all creatures in relation to him, as 
the father of the new world. When theſe things were a0 
compliſhed, Noah entered upon a new ſcene of huſbandry, | 
planted a vineyard, and drank of the wine, and was drunken; 
whether this was through ignorance of its intoxzeating 
nature, or to let us ſee the infirmities of the beſt of men. 
we are not informed; moſt likely it was his ignorance, 6 
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- to think. In this ſtate of intoxication, Ham diſcovers his 
| - father's nakedneſs, which he tells to his brethren, as one 
; that had no religious veneration for his father, whoſe in- 
3 firmity he ought to have concealed or covered, in which 
his impiety appeared. On this occaſion his brethren, 
Shem and Japheth, ſhew a very different temper, religiouſly 
covering their father's nakedneſs; an example worthy of 
- Imitation by all pious children, the reward of which ſoon 
riſes in ſight, as follows, when Noah awaking from his 
wine, and knowing what his younger ſon Ham had done 
to him, he prononnces a curſe on his ſeed, that has long 
fince taken place; and then proceeds to ſay © blefled be 
the Lord God of Shem,” in which. he plainly ſpeaks out 
the covenant relation of God with the line of Shem, in the 
family of Abraham, in whoſe family God's church ſhould 

be continued, as their God, with Shem's ſuperiority over 
Canaan. He then utters the prediction in our text, 
od ſball enlarge, or, as in the margin, perſwade Japheth, 
and he ſhall dwell in the tents of Shem. Here it appears, 
that holy Noah, knowing that God had eſtabliſhed his 
_ . covenant with him and his ſeed as above, ſpake as holy 
men were wont to do, being moved by the holy Ghoſt ; 
and foreſeeing the continuance of the church in the line 
of Shem, and in the family of Abraham, with the cove- 
nant relation which ſhould be afterwards ſealed to Abra- 


q ham and his-ſeed, by the token of circumciſion, as the ſeal 

1 of the righteouſneſs of that faith which conſtituted - 
= > - Abraham. the father of all them that belieye, and heir of 

ö the world. Rom. ir. 11, 13. Who ſhould. in this manner 

i take poſſeſſion of the covenant, as heir in behalf of all 
g believers through the world, both of Jews and Gentiles. 


With this prophetic view Noah ſays, * bleſſed be the Lord 
God of Shem.*? Then, by the ſame prophetic ſpirit, fore- 
ſecing that in goſpel times, Japheth's poſterity ſhould 

be taken into the fame covenant relation to God with that 


; of the -poſterity of Shem, and ſealed with the ſeal of the 
1 fame righteouſneſs of faith in baptiſm, he declares as in ur 
| text, ©. God ſhall-enJarge” or perſwade © Japheth, and he 
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| ſhall be brought to partake of the ſame covenant relation 
to God, as his God, and the God of his ſeed, and ſealed 
with the goſpel] ſeal of the ſame righteouſneſs of faith, 
with Abraham and his ſeed, by incorporation or grating 


into the ſame body, or ſtock, with the church in Shem's 
line of Abraham's ſeed. In this view, the words of our 
text are juſtly to be conſidered, as a ſure declaration, that 
in ſome future period, the poſterity of Japheth ſhould be 
brought into the ſame covenant relation to God, as their 
God, and the God of their feed, which actually took place 
in the family of Abraham of the line of Shem. In this 
manner having opened the way for a fair yiew of the 
things contained in our text, we ſhall proceed. 


1. To ſhew what is to be underſtood by the tents of 
Shem, jn which the poſterity of Japherh ſhall dwell. | 


II, Point out when God did, in a ſpecial - manger, 
begin the accampliſhment of this prediction in our 
text, of Japheth's dwelling i in the tents of Sher. 


oy ul. Speak ſame chings concerning Japhedh's coming 
into, and dwelling in theſe tents. i 


| IV. Notice how God has addually beet ah 
prediction in the text; and how it concerus may 
one to find himſelf dwelling in cheſe tents. 1 


v. Anſwer ſome objections that may riſe in the winds 
of ſome, againſt what is ſaid ; aud then cloſe with 
+2 ſome refleions, by way of Laprovement. | 


: ]. I am to bew what is to be underſtood by the tents of 8 
|  Shem, in which the poſterity of Japheth ſhall dwell. 


F r/t. Negatively, what can't be underſtood by them. 


1. Here it cannot be underſtood, that theſe tents of Shem 
were the very land of Canaan, or fame habitations in 
which Abraham's ſeed dwelt, nor any of thoſe outward 

' bleſſings that were. comprized in their dwelling in the 
Re etl Canaan, which was typical of the heavealy; * 
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the civil government of that nation, nor 568 the Mic | 
adminiſtration, prieſthood and ceremonies, that are yaniſhed 
away, as Heb: viii. 13. Theſe forementioned privileges of 
| Abraham's poſterity, I ſuppoſe, will not be underſtood by 


any ſober enquirer, as Shem's tents, in Which Japheth 
ſhall dwell under the goſpel. | 


2. Theſe tents can't be underſtood of a covenant or | 
privileges entirely new, or in oppoſition to Abraham's 
covenant and privileges, that took place in the goſpel 
day, as ſome may have been almoſt ready to imagine: For 
this is moſt evident, on fuch a ſuppoſition of an entirely 
new covenant in the goſpel day, it could not be conſiſtent 
with common language, ſenſe, or truth, to call theſe privi- 
leges of ſuch a new covenant, Shem's tents, that he never 
yet once owned, or dwelt in; no, nor at this day, do his 
' poſterity as a people, own; but utterly refuſe by unbelief, 
are broken off from their own ſtock, into which the Gen- 
tiles are grafted, as Paul bath it. Now, how can this 
conſiſt with there being new rents erected, where they 
never dwelt? nor, as a people, yet once acknowledged 
for their dwellings or tents? This way of reaſoning 
among Chriſtians is to increaſe the. ſtumbling blocks 

in the way of Shem's blinded poſterity, and agrees not to 
that of the prophet, take up the ſtumbling block out of 
the way of my people,“ Iſai. lvii, 14. Thus much nega- 


tirely, what is not to be underſtood by apap $ tents, | in 5 


which Ar ſhall dwell,” 


Secondiy. Pokeively, I am to > ſhew. what i is to bs under- 


ſtood by theſe tents of Shem, And by theſe tents, as in a 


metaphor, the religious covenant privileges of God's peo- 
ple are to be underſtood, which were firſt opened to and 
| enjoyed by the ſeed of Shem, in the line of Abraham, and - 
in alluſion to the cuſtom of that age and time, and particu- 
lar practice of thoſe ancient Patriarchs of the ſeed of 
Shem, who were wont to dwell in tents, or tabernacles, as 
ſpeaketh the Apoſtle of Abraham, By faith he ſojourned 
in the land of promiſe, as in a ſtrange country, dwelling | 
8 in tabernacles, with Iſaac and Jacob, the heirs with him 
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« of the ſame promiſe.” Heb. xi. 9. It is with reference 
to the ſpecial religious and covenant privileges enjoyed in 
theſe tents," that they ate called cents of Shen, in diſtinc- 
tion from thoſe of the gentile nations, that are called rents 
of wickedneſs, where no ſuch covenant. and privileges 
were enjoyed. This will riſe in clear view, if we obſerve 
how God did open and confirm his covenant with Abra- 
ham and his ſeed, who were of the line of Shem; ſaying, 
jn thee ſhall all the families of the earth be bleſſed.“ 
Gen. xii. 3. And Abraham is encouraged with this, 
« Fear not, I am thy exceeding great reward.” chap. xv. 1. 
And ver. 18. the land of Canaan is promiſed, and in the 
xviith chapter of Geneſis we have God confirming this 
- covenant with Abraham, and annexing the ſeal or token 
of circumciſion to it. In this covenant we find not only 
large earthly bleſſings and privileges, but theſe words of 
God, As for me, behold my covenant is with thee, and 
thou ſhalt be a father of many nations,” ver. 4. And 
again, For a father of many nations have I made thee,” 
ver. 5. And ſee the Apoſtle Paul applying this very text 
to the believing Romans, in goſpel times, Rom. iv. 16, 17, 
Further, God ſays to Abraham, And I will eſtabliſh my 
« covenant between me and. thee, and thy ſeed after thee, 


jn their generations, for an everlaſting covenant, to be 


« a God unto thee, and thy ſeed after. thee,” ver. 7. 
Again, and J will be their God,” ver. 8. Now, if we 
compare theſe promiſes with the new covenant promiſes 
under the Goſpel, © I will put my laws into their mind 
and write them in their hearts: and 1 will be to them 
4 a God, and they ſhall be to me a people.” Heb. viii. 10. 
Here we ſee the ſame covenant privileges, or tents of 
grace for Shem in Abraham's day, that were ſpread out 
in Paul's time; although there be ſome difference in the 
words, yet there is not in the ſenſe, with regard to the gra- 
cious nature or tenor of them; for the expreſſion is as full, 
with relation to God's being the God of Abraham, and his 
feed, as it is when he ſaith, I will be to them a God, and 
they ſhall be to me a people; ſee, almoſt the very ſame 


expreſſion concerning him that overcometh, and ſhall 


e 
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inherit all chings, © and I will be his God.” Rev. xi. 4, 
I there any variation in the proper extent of that pro- 
miſe,. and 1 will be their God,” Gen. xvii. 8. Aud I 


will be his God,” Rev. xxi. 7? Only one is in the fin- 


gular number, and the other in the plural. If it be here 
faid; the new covenant engaged, on God's part, I will put 
my laws into their mind, and write them in their hearts. 


This is fully implied in, I will be a God unto thee and thy 
ſeed after thee, and expreſſed in the courſe of the fulfilling 
_ the covenant with Abraham, as Moſes ſaith, © the Lord 


thy God will circumciſe thine heart, and the heart of 
thy ſeed, to love the Lord thy God with all thine heart.“ 


Deut, xxx. 6. Here let three things be noticed concerning 


this covenant, which God made with Abraham and his ſeeds 

Firſt, That what God did to Ifrael, when he brought 
them out of Egypt into Canaan, and ſer up his tabernacle 
or tent among them, and renewed his covenant with them, 
as we fee it expreſſed, © I will ſet my tabernacle amongſt 


you, and my ſoul ſhall not abhor you, and 1 will walk 


„among you, and will be your God, and ye ſhall be my 


people, Lev. xxvi. 1, 12. this was done to fulfil 
God's covenant with Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob, as we 
ſee it expreſſed, * Aud 1 will take you to me for a people, 
and 1 will be to you a God; and ye ſhall know, that 1 


am the Lord your God. I will bring you in unto the 
land, concerning the which I did ſwear to give it, to 
„Abraham, to Ifaac, and to Jacob,” Exod. vi. 7, 8. Thus 


we fee all this is done on the bottom of Abraham's cove- 
nant, and this is further expreſſed, Deut. xiv. 2. 
A Second thing, that we would notice, is this, that Chriſt, 
and goſpel deliverance from enemies, is referred to this 
covenant with Abraham, as expreſſed by Mary and Zacha- 
rias. See Mary thus. ſpeaking, He hath holpen his 


* feryant Iſrael, in remembrance of his mercy ; as he ſpake 


to our fathers, to Abraham, and his ſeed forever.“ 

Luke i. 54, 55. And this is further expreſſed by Zacha- 
Tias, © To perform the mercy promiſed to our fathers, 
and to remember his holy covenant; the oath. which 


he 
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* he ſware to our ſather Abraham,” kauen ez 'F 
1 hele, things molt,clearly,,point,z0 Chriſt, and, gelpel. - 
grace, as comained in that covenant with Al brahan,, ot 
che. ſeed of, Shem. enn N ( 3% 4t* ien 
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The Third Thing: that '(we” would notice; is, ee the - 
A pöſtle Paul claims for belie bers unger the Goſpel, even of 
the heathen nations j fee whar he fab, Know ye'there- 
« fore that wean ute of fathythe ſame are the chil- 
dien of Abraham. And the Serſpture ſoreſeeing that 
* God wobld juſtify. the Heatben through faith, preached 
before the goſpe unto Abratiam/" ſaying; in (Hee ſhall 
« al nations be dleſſe” be then d avs the eonſequence, 
* ſo then they Which be of fanth are bleſſed with faith 
1 « ful Abrahzm. Gal, hh, 8. 9. Here Paul ſhews that 
believers are Abraham's e indren⸗ aud as ſuch hade bis 
bleſſing by a bow bn of the Scriprares.” Again Paul ſaith, | 
« if-ye ae "Chiift's, then are ye {Abraham's Teed, and 
* Weis — wibe Proms Gal. iii. 29. Again, 
faiihtheflame Apoſſle, So them brethren, de are dot 
V children of the bond woman, but of the free,” Gal. iv. 31. 
ln the above view, of what is contamed iu Abraham's coves 
nagt, it appears, that we go on a ſure- bottom, in our ſearch = 
of the Seriptures fo Shem's tents in the covenant privileges 
of Abraham, end his ſeed, of the line of Shem. For in this 
view we find theſe tents of Shem to be indeed the rents. 
of grace in the £0yenant'of Abraham If there is any ſuch 
thing: as a; covenant of grace. in the, Bible, or rents of 
grace in the goſpel, they are to be. ſound in the \ promiſes, 
1 privileges,. and. bleſſings of the covenant made with bras 
bam, and his ſeed. Jo which the inſpired writers ofthe. 
New Teſtiineni ſo often appeal, that the goſpel, in its 
fulleſt publication, is but a c cobfirmarion.” or accompliſnment 
of rhe promiſes. fnade to the'fathers, Rom. xc. 8. Ius 
having 157 diſcovered, in the covenant with Abraham, 
of che ſeed of Shem, what we ale to underſtand by the 
tentz of dhem; "which wiv 4 appear 10 be the tenis of 
Fes in which our text affures us Japheth ſhall dwell 1 
e dow proceed i 10 ö wh 6 Were | tofind ks i 
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tbeſo rents of Sheri, before ſapherh eame to duell is inen 
Rudd here we find, that in theſe tents of Shem in Abra- 
ham's line, children even of eight days old, were admitted 
to dwell, as we ſee it exprefled, * This is my covenant, 
v hich ye ſhall keep between me and you, and thy feed 
© after thee; every man child among you ſhall be circum» 
« ciſed.. And ye ſhall; circumciſe the fleſh. of your fore- 
« ſkin, and i: ſhall. be a token of the covenant, betwixt 
me and you. And he that is eight days old ſhall be 1 
« circumciſed among you.“ Gen. xvii. 10, 1 f, 12. And 
6 the uncircumciſed man- child, whoſe fleſh of his foreſkin | 
« is not circurmciſed, that ſoul ſhall be cut off from his 
people: he hath broken my covenant,” Gen. xvii. 14. 
See alſo Deut. xxix. 10, and on, this matter fully, com» 
prized in that covenant which God made with Iſrael, that 
took in every age and rank of perſons, expreſly, to be a 
people unto himſelf; -and that he might be their God. 
And all this to fulfil his oath to Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob, 
ds we ſee in v,13. Hence we may lift up our eyes and ſee in 
theſe tents of Shem, parents with their children bearing tbe 
token of the covenant, at God's command, and not allowed re 
to be reckoned with God's people, but cut off from them as « 
covenant breakers if not receiving the token of the covenant 
in their fleſh, Thus we are certain, beyond diſpute, that 2 
before Japheth came to dwell in theſe tents of Shem, 5 
parents and their infant ſeed dwelt here. But, f, 


II. We were to point out, when God did, in a ſpecial f. 
manner, begin the accompliſhment of this prediction 
in our text, of Japheth's dwelling in the rents of Shem. 


This, moſt evidently, began in the Apoſtolic age, when 
God Cid, by the preaching of the Apoſtles, gather many 
churches from among the Gentiles; as recorded. in the 
Acts of the Apoſtles. An inſtance of this we have in 
the converſion of Cornelius, a Roman officer, and his, 
friends, who ſeem evidently to come from 9 ha where 
1 poſterity dwell. Acts xv. 14. James faith, | | 
« Simeon hath declared how God at rſt did Till the 
8 * to take out of ** a people for his . | 
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This is 2 reference to what Peter had ſaid, ver. 7, nd 
leads back to his preaching to Cornelius, Acts x. 45, and 
on. God: haying thus begun to apen, She's. tents, for. 
Japheth to dwell in, did, in a moſt ſurprizing manner, 
cauſe the goſpel io run and be glorified of the Gentiles, 
as we ſee, when the Apoſtles, Paul and Barnabas, being 
rejected of the Jews, turned io the Gentiles... They were 
„glad and glorified the word, of the Lord: And as many | 
as were ordained to eternal life, believed.” Acts xiii. 48, 
In this manner, we may eaſily find by the Scriptures, when 
the prediction in our text did, in a ſpecial or peculiar 
ſenſe, begin to be accampliſhed.. And the ſpeedy ſpread 
of the goſpel, in the Apoſtle's days, even. into Europe, 
and thoſe parts where Japheth's ſeed muſt evidently in- 
habit, confirms this beyond doubt, with all ſerious and 


underſtanding inquirerfs. 


1 


ll. Weare to peas ſome things concerning Japherb's 
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19. In this light, as a moſt certain prediction, our tent 


» 


tioned by the Apoſtle, under the view of an incorporation 


imo the Jewiſh Church, in; this language. Wherefore 


„ remember, that ye being in time paſt Gemiles, ia the 
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« fleſh, who are called unci : cumeiſſ jon, by that which k 
6 , les, the circumciſion 1 in i the fleſh male by haps ; that 
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© covenants. of here Having. no hope, and 4 5 
« G14 in the world; Bat now, in Chriſt Jeſus, ye who 
© ſometimes were far off, arg made digh by the blood of 
« Chriſt, For he is our peace,” who hith made bath one, 
and hath broken donn the miJdle wall of parci/ion bes, 
* tween us; having aboliſhed in his fleſn the Ln even 
« the law of .commuidments, contained in ordinances, for. 
to make in himſelf, of twain, one new man, ſo making 
peace; and that he might reconciſe both unto God, in 
« one body, by the croſs, haying ſlain the enmity erty. 
And came and preached peace to you, which were atar 
« off, and to them that were nizh: Fot through him e 
% both have an acceſs by qbe xtr it uno ibe Father. Nb v 
« ther efore ye are no more {trangers, and foreigners, but 
« fel] w citizens with the ſaints, and. of the honthold of 
God.” Eph. ii. i i to 19. See further how this is expreſſed, 
« That the ' Gentiles ſhould be fellow- heirs, 80 of the 
ſame body and partakers f .his promiſe. in Chriſt, 
A the goſpel. ” Eph. iii. 6. 7 Here 1 77 the 2 
Epheſians, by bellerid} and receiving the goſpel, brought, 
into ſuch an incorporation, or union FI Ahat covenaat 
body of Shem's poſteriry,. which, were called e circum · 
ciſion, that hey are .of t twain made one new min; are 
of the ſame body, citizens of the ſame c ty. members of 
the ſame houſe, elo heirs and RN of his promiſe 
in Chriſt by” the, £0 pel.. And * are tapght. to reaſon, 
as the Apoſtle” doth, * ze. be Chriſl's, then, are 025 
Abr. Rant $ ſeed, and heirs according, fo he om 
Sal. iii. 29. In "this manner we find Eh o "of it th 
Grntile ſtock, : by. incorporation wit Shew's f Ney. 
ous” Hh into theſe tenis of Sher; and — in them. 


ig. goſpe timeg. 211 $11; 61 We {12102 ein T 1 F 
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and thou Being à wild olive tree, werr graffed'in atuoutzit 


come into. an 


ternal adminiſtration of ſeals; for tis the fame church 


a prediction ot u hat ſhould be after acotblithe# in t 
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aud smong the bratiches of that cootidtir body; of 


rice; ſee what Paul faith, “ If the firſt fre de holy "the 


«Jud ds alfo' holy: and if che i0ot de holy, ſo al the 
branches. And if ſome of the branches be broken off, 


„them, aud With them partal:eſof the 100t and fattels 
of the olive tree“ r xi. 5 7. Here ve dearly 
ſee the grifred Senden of J a2 poſterity dong the 
Retnans, partake” of the dert of,” and ſatnets 'of the 
Paine as dhem's poſterity, Hus We ite” 

awelling*inthe — Shem. d this 
vie u of the manner”how Jipheth* comes in'to dwell u 
theſe rents of Shiitm, by incorporation,” or grafting, it is 
proper to ot ſetve, that Air ol pulſing 


She's tents. endet vilding new tents and (excluding! the 


for mer heit, alike? there de ſeme Alteration iii the ex 


neu, as in Shem's and Abtabe 's dene, and u ill te to the 
end of the wor d. beilt o the ſame covenant promiſet, as 


me manner of the H nEs "Eothing into "tele" tent of 


Shem plainly ſuppoſes. and our text ſolly points out, as 


church of God. Hence it evidently follows, that if chit 
dreng were by divine" eominind; admitted, into theſe tent 
of Shem, as moſt ceribinlyithey-were; then they mut be 
there- fill, unleſs God has ſhut wem eue by ſome <aprels 


order, which 1 believe none ane” pretend. 
* „Ai bowair £9 j 1 194 ad 
Now, "for, us cf Japheth's Spal 80 e gade Out qur 


children | from n theſe cents of, Sheng, aber, oF pd, has brought 
them" in, without his Tpecial direCtion, 1 in q great a malter, 


and fo contrary to the pature ofthe OVEBAny into which 
HEGchriles are brongh n under, the goſpel. and fodirettly 


9. the fa e, of the 0 jon, in NUI UN Heber 
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II wel in "The te pts of er ike. .to0 
ik for a0 meren man, without inſpiration, 20 ppdert ke 

3. Can it be true, or poſſible, that Japheth ſhall u 
certainly dwell in he tents. of -Shem,}. N to de 
prediction beet bin at ale. lame time, whed/abis 


RK prezichon, 


1 
prediction in the text begins to tale place, then Shem'z 


Q. 
tents to dwell in? Which is indeed the ſtrauge caſe, if 
All the covenzat privileges of Abraham are vacated, or lot 
and another, and new covenant, takes place; with this 
material alteration, that one great part of the privileged- 
heirs are left out, as ſome would ſuppoſe, Lo this view 
F the matter, we ſhall. find this abſurdity, that when 
 Japheth is come to dwell in the tents of Shem, he truly has 
vone, either for himſelf or Japheth, and all this is ground: 
ed on a miſtaken canſtruQion of the Scriptures, about tha 
gew covenant, principally founded on Heb. viii. 6, to 10% 
and 13. quoted from Jer. xxxi. chap. Wrongly applying 
this covenant, that is io be vacated, to the covenant and F 
privileges. granted. to Abraham and his ſeed, when it 
plainly points out another covenant. made with Iſrael, iu 
coming from Egypt, which was the legal adminiſtration; of 
the Moſaie;diſpenſation, in the form of a covenant; for 
thus the Apoſtle ſaith on this occaſion: © Not according 
⁊ to the covenant that I made with, their fathers, in the day 
hen I took them by the hand, to lead them out of the 
land of Egypt.“ Heb. viii. 9. Thus it appears, -that 
Abraham's covenant could not be intended, for that was 
made long before this time. And ſee this further magifeſt 
by comparing yer: 13, which runs thus. “ Ia that he ſaith, 
La new covenant, he hath made the firſt old. Now tha 
« which decayeth, and waxeth old; is ready to vaniſh away.“ 
Now let this be viewed in connection with what the 
Apoſtle ſaith of the covenant, made with Abraham, and 
it will appear impoſſible, he ſhould mean, or intend, that 
covenant was ready to vaniſh away, or a new one take its 
place. See his words,“ And this I fay, that the covenant 
« that was confirmed before of God in Chriſt, the law, 
« which was four hundred and thirty years after, cannot 
« diſannul, that it ſhould make the promiſe of none effect. 
Gal. iii. 17. And this is further cleared from the Prophet's 
Wards, © In that day will I raiſe up) the tabernacle of David 
© that is fallen, and cloſe up the breaches thereof, and L will 


Amos 


n 
Aﬀos ir. 11. Thele; with the follox A 
tioned by the Apoſtle James, as arcomp 


npliſhed in the go. 
pel day, in bringing in the Gentiles to the Chriſtian Churcddi 
Acts xv. 16 1). Hence the ebucluſion is evidetir;” that 
the covenant made with Abraham, and aſter confirmed 
to David, is bot taken away, bm raiſed and eloſed um 
and the Gentiles gathered into it as Shem's tens. 


LL 
- 
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But ſtill to put this matter further out of diſpute, chat 
Abraham's covenant is not vacated, or referred to as the 
old covenant, Heb. vii. 6. and on, let the Apoſtle ſpeak, 
and he faith, Then verily-the' firſt eovenant had alſo 
* ordinances of divine ſervice, and a worldly ſanQuary,? 
Heb. ix. 1; Theſe, with the following words, ſully declare 
that it was the Moſaic covenant which theA poſtle referred. 
to, that verily had the worldly ſanctuary, and not that of 
Abraham which had the token of circumcifion annexed 
to it. Thus we are led to à certainty, what was cal 
the firſt and old covenant, and was ready to vaniſh away, 
even that which had a worldly ſanctuary, which was the 
Moſaic, or Old- Teſtament adminiſtration, in the ſorm of 


© covenant, with all the ceremonies and ptieſthood be- 


longing thereto; and is pointed at in theſe ſeveral places, 
Heb. vii. 12, 18. 19. and viii. 5. 2 Cor. ii. 7 0 14) Thus 
having found, that it was Moſes's covenant, which has 
waxed old and vaniſhed away, as a ſhadow, agreable to 
its nature, as ſpeaketh the A poſtle, For the law havin 
* a ſhadow of good things to come, and not the very image 
of the things, can never. with thoſe ſacrifices which they 
v offered year by year continually, make the comers there - 
unto perfect. For then would they not have ceaſed to 
be offered.“ Heb x. 1, 2. See again ver. 9. Then 
ſaid he, Jo, 1 come to do thy will, O God. He taketh 
_ ® away the firſt, that he may eſtabliſn the ſecond.” Thefe 
words tell us, what'is taken away, *tis the law of ſacrifices, 
| und ceremonies, as ſh1dows that did not perfect the comers 
| thereto, only as ſhadows of goo1 things to come, -which 
were Chriſt, and the goſpel diſpenſation3-and the ground 


126 
ia iuſufſiciĩeneywicioul Chriſt, the ſubſtanee, phowas the 
dery per ſon that ſaith. % come to do thy will, 60% 
Hene, tis Chriſt that taketh away: the firſkicovenant, or, 
_ adimigiſtration, of the Moſ de len: that he may eſtabliſh 
the ſecund, that is the guſpel adwiniſttauon, as the end 
| and poiuted a by the law. as the ſh dom reſem- 
les the ſubſt ance. Hence we may be ſute that Abra- 
ham's covenant has not been vacared, or removed, by the 
cominzof Chriſt. or tie goſpel, buticbnfirmed. It bang 
moſt certain, ehar Chriſt; wich all -goſpel-bleſſings, werte 
contained iti A braham's covenant, agteable to many paſs 
faves of Scripture already mentioned. And. hat Chriſt 
faith, further determines it.. · Abraham rejoiced to ſee my 
day. and he ſaw it, and was glad.“ John viii. 56. Again. 
we find the Apoſtle Paul (vhoa is judged to be the author 
of the epiſtle to the Hebrews) collecting the rights aud 
privileges of Gentile Ohriſtiaus from che promiſes mad 
to Abraham, and proceeding in His argument, Tpeaketh 
in this manner The Seripture foreſeeing that G 
* would juſtity the Heathen through faith, preache be. 
fore the goſpel unto Abraham, ſay ing, in thce fh ill all 
* nations be bleſſcd.“ Gil. iii. 8. No, it cannot be 
thought, that the actual accompliſſi nent of theſe! very 
iſes, made to A raham. in the coming of Chriſt, 
preaching of the goſpel juſtifying the Heathen through 
faith (in which Abraham rejoiced) were indeed the vaniſh- 
ing away of that covenant, where theſe promiſes are found 
This is in itſelf fo great a contradiction, an mies Paul 
to deſtroy that, in the epiſtie to the H bre ws, ui hehe had 
built in his epiſtle to the Galatians, that none. but either 
E A mpg ori intdel mind; will by V N to admiti it: 
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- Farther, we are ter es from the Scriptures, that gir- 
cumeiſion was bot of Moſes, whoſe, covenant admigiltza- 
tion is vaniſhed away undet the goſpel; but of the fathers. 
*Fherefore; we conclude, that Shem's tems, iu theſe cove; 
nant privileges, ſecured 40 Abraham and his. ſeed, and 
ſealed by circumciſion. are vet ſtanding, in their full 
— and wide open lor J-pheth, and all che * 

On 


(/ Ups 9 


(whom God's dame ivcalled)-t0- ester in- ande wel. 


chere, with this gettanty, chat they which are of faith, 
* the fame are the children of Abraham. And theſe. 
are bleſſed with faithful Abraham.“ Gal. iii. 7. ** 1 
the Apoſtle ſpeaking to the gentile believers ſaitb, We 
are the circumciſion. Philip. iii g. Now, can we. be. 
the childten of Abraham? Can we be bleſſed with faith- 
ful Abraham? Can we be heirs according to the promiſe? 
Gal. ii. 29. Can we be the (circumciſion? Tea, can we 
be aſſured, by our text, that gentile believers, even Ja- 
phech, ſhall dwell in che tents of Shem, where Abraham 
and his ſeed were admitted, and enjoyed “ a ſeal of the 
tighteouſneſs oſ faith Rom. iv. 11. Again, can we now, 
on theſe clear grounds, claim admittance into theſe tents 
of Shem, as gemile believers,” and receive a ſeal of the 
righteouſneſs of the ſame faith, in baptiſm, and build our 
hopes of being the true ſeed of Abraham, on theſe very 
pro miſes — ſealed to Abraham and his ſeed? and 
yet reſuſe to imitate our father Abraham, in applying a 
ſeal of the righteouſneſs of the ſame faith to our infant 
ſeed, which Abraham applied to his ſeed, and ihus ex- 
clude our inſant feed from theſe tents of Sbem, without 
oss expreſs word of God for this extraordinary piece of 
conduct pleading for, this conduct, either the change of 
the ſeal, or want of expreſs command, in the New- Teſta- 
ment; when conſidering how the ſeed. of Abraham were 
admiited into theſe rents, and enjoyed a ſeal of the righ- 
teouſneſs of faith in them; and we Gentiles 6 ·˖[ͥKr of 
admiſſion into them, witkout a word to forbid our children 
to. enter with us. In this view, it we reaſon like men, or 
Chriſtiaus, we ſhould judge 3s in all ſimilar caſes, that the 
want of an expreſs command to ſhut them out of theſe 
tents, neceſſarily and unavoidably ſuppoſed, that they 
were to dwell in them, as in the days of oid, agreable 
Wl that of the prophet, „Their children alſo ſhall be 
« as aforetime. Jer. xxx. 20. This ſeems to be an 
; atlnfon to the goſpel-rime, as may be found by the gth. 
verſe of the context. But ſtill purſuing this ſubje& of 
. we find Abraham and his ſeed, received in cir- 
C | cumciſion 


i 8 
_ cumsiſivn. a ſeal of the righteouſneſs. of that fairh- Which 
enaſtitated him © the father of all them that believe“ 
and heir of the world,“ Rom. iv. 11, 13. How then 
Hall a beſierer of the poſterity of Japheth (who is to dwell 
in the tents of Shem, by divine prediftion) take a view of 
Abraham, as the father of all them that believe, and heit 
of the world, thro? the righteouſneſs of that faith; which 
was ſealed to him and his ſeed, by cineumciſion, as @ title 
or claim to theſe tents; and yet refuſe the ſeal of the 
ſame righteouſneſs of faith, to his ſeed, when he comes into 
theſe tents under the Goſpel, and receives the ſeal of the 
ſame righteouſneſs of faith, in baptiſm, for himſelf, as a 
child of Abraham, who is his father, and pattern of be- 
lieving; although he knows that Abraham, in this very 
tranſaction, at God's command, received and applied 10 
himſelf and ſeed, that ſeal of the righteouſneſs of faich, 
which conſtituted him father and pattern of all believers, 
doth Jews and Gentiles, to the end of the world; and that 
there is not one word in the Bible ſorbidding him to imitate 
Abraham in this; but on the contrary, Abraham's 7 
conſidered in this matter as the father and pattern of al 
that believe, binds us to follow the ſteps of Abraham, in his 


faith, and ſealing of it, to ourſelves and ſeed; with the ſes! 


of the ſame. In this view 1 ſhould wonder how a true 
believer, who accounted: Abraham his father, ſhould claim 
| the ſeal for himſelf, and not for His ſeed. But alas! who 
can \underſtand his asse 8 


4. Is it to be imagined, that not only the children of 

Jepheth are left out of theſe tents of Shem; where Ja- 
pheih is to dwell in goſpel times? but alſo Shem's own 
children are ſhut out of them, when Japheth comes into 
them? Which is really the caſe, if baptiſm is not admis 
niſtered to the infant ſeed of believing Jews. or Gentiles, 
in the goſpel day: For if the infants of believers are not 
allowed baptiſm, they have no viſible intereſt in theſe 


tents; as we know they had none of old, who were not 
5 circumciſed; but were cut off from God's people, ag 


covenant breakers. Now who can think his js done, 1 


— 


depriving 


c 


La 13 ww — 8 9 1 — » — * . — 


JC ͤĩ7*ðƷẽ»ĩ . ² 5 lÄ a ns 


( i» ) 
keiog Shem of his ancient privilege; and cutting olf 
che ſeed of Japheth from all viſible title to theſe tents ; 
and not a word expreſly ſaid about. this great change ity 
the church of God, between the Old and New- Teſtament 
adminiſtration? Aud again, how ſhall the prediction, in 
our text, have a proper accompliſhment, that Japheth ſhall 
dwell in the tents of Shem? Where, we en ktow, 
that the infant ſeed of Shem, i in Abrahams f. ine, did enjoy 


a. Teal of the rightequſilels of fab, a8 2 W. 55 
to thefe tents. 2. 


Now, is the . ors TIRE 36, we *. 


clade the infant feed of Japheih from 1 , the golpet 


ſeal of the righteouſneſs of faich, and ſo © courle exclude 
them from ihe viſible badge, or title to theſe tents ? 
Here 1 thould think it highly concerned all believers 
fairly to ſolve theſe difficulties, about the accomphſhment 
of the prediction in our text, before they exclude their 
children from baptiſm, which is the goſpel badge er title 
to theſe tents ; leſt in this they openly oppoſe the atcoms 
rien of the prediction made to Japh et. 


5. If any, in order to vindicate their practice of ex- 
4 a children from the feat of baptiſin, which is 2 
badge or title to theſe rents, ſhould plead, that Abrahams 
covenatit was not a covenant of grace; then it would cer- 
tainly follow, that Shem's rents were not tents of grace: : 
— Abraham, and his feed, q welt; and where Japherl 
ſhall dwell in the goſpel day. Although this is a moſt 
Rrange abſurdity, and not to be avoided on the above plea ; 
and enough hath been already ſaid on that account, in the 


preceding pages. Yer theſe things may be fatther added. 


1. That Abraham, Naas, and Jacob, heirs wich him of 
the ſame promiſe, are either gone to hell and damnation; 


or 7 got into heaven, Without a coretant of grace; if char. 


t a covenant of grace referred to, Heb. xi. 9. 


2. 16 this covenant with Abrabam was not a corenant 
of grace, but ſome kind of external covenant, about tem- 
ara} good things only 82 then it follaws, that Paul reaſons. 


Rey, 


( as ) 


falfely, when he faith, « He is not a Jew; which is one 
4 outwardly, neither is that circumeiſion, which is out ward 

im the fleſh,” Rom. ii. 28. For if the covenant had re- 

lated only to external things, then an external conformity 
fo theſe external things to which it related, would be all 
that was required; and ſo he that was exrernally a Jew, 
would have been truly one, in a compleat ſenſe. 


3. Either Japherh muſt dwell, under the covert of 
Abraham's covenant,as Shem's rents of grace, in the goſpel 
day, or one of theſe two things plainly follow. 


* "mn Eicher Japheth muſt dwell, in the goſpel day, un- 
ger the Moſaic covenant, with all its ceremonies, that has 
vaniſhed away, as we have ſcen, Heb. viii. 13. Or, 


2ndly, Japheth has not one rag of Shem's tent to dwell 

under in the goſpel time. In this light, I ſhould think. 
a modeſt and honeſt mind would bluſh to make this plea, 
that Abraham's covenant was not a coyenaut of grace, 
with theſe conſequences in fight, 1 


6. If the ſeal of baptiſm i is not allowed to the ſeed of 
' believers, in the goſpel day, then both Shem and Japheth 
have loſt a privilege. which Shem's poſterity did enjoy in 
his tenis. And ſuch a privilege-as Paul expreſſes, thus, 
* What advantage — bach. the Jew.?. or wbat profit is 
there of circumciſion? Much every way; chiefly, | be- 
«* cauſe that unto them were committed the oracles of 
„God.“ Rom. iii. 1, 2. Here let it be noticed, that if cir- 
cumciſion had been a ſeal of ſome external, earihly cove- 
nant, or only a promiſe of the land of Canaan, as ſome 
ſuppoſe, then the Apoſtle would have ſaid, chiefly, becauſe 
the land of Canaan, or ſome external good, had been 
thereby given or ſecured to them: But his much eyery 
Way is of another language. It imports a covenant relation 
to God, as his people, to whom he had. committed his 
oracles to keep and hand down from age to age; and this 
vas confirmed to them by the ſeal of circumciſion, as God's 
covenant people. After this ſort ſpeaketh the ſame Apoſ- 
tle, To whom pertaineth the adoption, and the gory. 
N 9 an 
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and the covenauts and the 
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and the church has ſuffered a great lofs, even of that 
which is much every way, and this is nor conſiſtent wich 


the evident deſign of the Goſpel, to enlarge the privileges 


of God's church and people. But if baptiſm takes place 


in the room of circumciſion, and is a ſeal of the ſame core · 
nant, and ſame righteouſneſs of faith, to believers, and their 


ſeed, under the Goſpel, that circumcifion was to Abraham 


and his ſeed, in Shem's rents; then it clearly follows, chat 
the church now, of Japheth's poſterity, may be broughe 


compleatly to dwell in Shem's tents, without the loſs of 
the much, every way, or any ſpiritual-privilege, to them- 
ſelves; or ſeed; and be ſtilſ, by covenant relation, in poſ- 


ſeſſion of the oracles of God, and under covenant obliga- 


tions, to hand them down to their ſeed, as the enurch of 


old; and ſo be what the Apoſtle faith of the church. 
„The pillar and ground of the truth.“ t Tim. iii. 1 5. 
And having this covenant relation to God ſealed by bap- 
tiſm/to their children, parents feel the force of that in- 


junction to bring them up for God, ro whom they have 


devoted them, as ſpeak eth the Apoſtle to chriſtian parents, 
Bring them up in the nurture and admonition of the 


„Lord,“ Eph. vi. 4. This ſuppoſes that the children of 


believers, were in ſuch a covenant relation to God, as to 


be brought up for him. Here in this light, we find, ho 


Japherh ſhall dwell in the tents of Sher, in the preſent 
V without loſs of privilege, or forcing the prediction in 
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IV. Notice 


5 


4 ol Nase how God has actually accompliſhed the pre- 
diction in the tent; and how it concetas * one 
to find himſelf dwolling in theſe tents. 


IJ Norice how God has aal atonipliſhed an bre 
Aion iu the test. 


N This is dovie by the faccels and ſpread of the Gofbel 


Py 


tro the apoſtolic age dowh. to this day, through thaſe 


eminent manner Enjoyed | at this day, 


countries where. it is molt evident that the ſeed of Japheth 


well, igreable to 25 expreſſion, concetning the poſte- 


y of Japheth, © By theſe were the iſles of the Gentiles 


divided in their lagds, „ Ged. X. 3. Hog the waters of the 
. fanguaty, under the Golpel, have h 


ad ſpecial flow, from, 
ce eaſtern pärts t rough Europe, and from thence to 


America, among t e. chriſtian inhabitants; the Nee of 
the 


tele peöß Je, in both- countries, being k aſtly eſteeme 
L 


poſtericy of Jipherh, and by whom̃ the Golpel i is in an 


4. God has accotopliſhed the  predidion in the text, = 
bringing the chriſtian church among Japheth's poſterity, 


- (fe far as can be known) for the firſt eleven or twelve 


„ 


theſe are the works of that God, who © calleth thoſe 


hundred ycars, generally, if not univerſally, i into the prac- 
tice. of receiving their children into the vigble adminiſtra- 
tion of the covenant with their parents, and ſealing it in 
baptiſm, as they had the ſeal of circumciſion in the tents 
of Shem. Thus if we conſider; that in the period above- 
mentioned, there is not found any body, of fober profeſt 


2 Chriſtians, that excluded their feed from the fea} 1 the 
_ covenant in baptiſm; and ſtill all, but a very ſmall part of 


rofeſt Chriſtians, even at this day, continue. to apply the 
5 of baptiſin to theit infant ſeed, as a ſeal of the righte- 
ouſneſs of faith. In this view of the ſtare of the chtiſ- 
tian church among the poſterity of Japtieth, we find the 
moſt certain and exact accompliſhment of the prediction. 
that Japheth (hall dwell in the tents of Shem Hence let 
the Chriſtians of Europe and America, call to mind, that 


things Which be not as tho” they were.” Or with the 


Pfalmiſt lay, « this is the Lord's + 0g ir is Wi 


© in. 


no Jon, 
sand not one thing hath failed "thereof?" New, O 5e 


Noob. lo hath he done. 


tifm is an innovation, or corruption, early crept jnto the 
church; when no awhor, or authors, can be named, that 


ancient herelies, with their authors, and time of ſpriogip 


up, are handed down in hiſtory. Yea, that ſo. great a 
change ſhould be made in the very face of the SORE : 


" infants, as taking the place of circumciſion, 


TY 


„in ur eyes Or wich Joſbus, eh . 
concerning the moſt fall accompfiſument of the gv 
rhings promiſed to them in Canaan, Pap Je know in gil 
r hearts, and in all-' your fouls, that not one chase 
th failed; of all the good things the Lord — 8 
dy concerning*y6u; all are come” te 


appea} 46 has 


ae of Japheth, behold, ye are gt this, day in the 
nis of Shem! as the Lord bath ſpaken by his ſer vast 


But before 1 cloſe this head of God's ucranplithle th 
gy gs wh in our text; I would obſer re theſe ſeveralithings. 


1. The incredibility of the pratence, tir infant, ha 


brought i it in, or time fixed when it frlt took place ; Altho” 


all parts of the world, without any ſpecial notice or di 


culty; this appears Altogether incredible, Therefore, + 


ground. 4 denial of infant baptiſm on ſuch, a ſupppſuicb. 
is to build our opinion and practice on 4 mere uncertain 


and incredible preſumption, unbecoming ſeriops Chriſtiaas 
2. The moſt natural and fair eonſtruction af our term 


8 us ditectly, in the goſpel day, to the nne. of our 


ſeal of the ſame covenant, and ſame” righteouſneſs of faith; 


without which Japheth has not the leaſt appearance of, 


or pollibility, fatty. 10 find any rents of Shem to dwell in, 
that She ever had of acknowledged for * e 


which yet remain in ihe goſpel day. 1 
3. By We denial of infone. baptiſa, and praber 


2 7. * inſenſdiy oppoting the exad 


And why ſhould it betcbought 
incredible, that Noah, who. ſow both worlds, the old and 
new, ſhould by inſpiration ſee both teſtamentꝭ the Why 

new, or boch adminiſtrations; he old and nev ? 


being a 
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Fulflmene: a our text, which, in divine providence, 
bas been fo. clearly accompliſhed ; when God brought 
Japheth into the tents of Shem, it was with his ſeed ſealed 
in baptiſm, from the firſt to this day, in a general practice. 
Therefore, thoſe: who oppoſe infant baptiſm are in dan- 
ger of fighting: againſt God pains 0 oppoſing 
1 accompliſhment of our text. 


* that Abraham's covenanit,-was either no covenaüt of 
grace, or that it is taken away or Wente under the Goſ- 
pel. Now if Abraham's cohehant, was not a covenant of 
grace, the Jews could not be either broken off from that 


covenant, by unbelief, or grafted into it by faith in ſome 
future time; for every one which knoweth that word, 


« the juſt ſhall. live by faith?” muſt know that covenant to 


be * a covenant of grace, and not of works, that is 


loſt by unbelief, or bee by faith. And belides, how 


can the Jews be grafted in again to their own olive tree, 


if that covenant with Abraham is taken away, or was not 


a covenant of grace? For if Abraham's covetant was taken 
away, in the goſpel day, as ſome ſuppoſe, then it could 


not be their own olive tree, from which they were broken 


off, by unbelief, for this was taken away in the goſpel 
day, fo that they had no ſuch covenant relation to loſe by 
unbelief, nor could there be any breaking off from that 


which was not in being, according to the ſuppoſition. 
Thus it appears in this light, that the Jews could not be 


broken off from their own ſtock, for they had none, nor 
in any ſenſe broken off by unbelief, for the covenant ſtock 


was taken away, which could not be their fault. And 
again, if chis covenant with Abraham was not a covenant 
of grace, the Jews could not be grafted into it by faith in 


goſpel times, unleſs we can think they (hall then be grafted _ 
into a covenant of works by faith; which 1. hops none 


will imagine io ſave a darling notion. 


Hence it plainly follows (upon the pe of hoſe e 
who deny infant baptiſm, on the ſuppoſition that the cove- 
nant with © is * enn or Was not a 


os” Covenant 


© 4. This denial of infant baptifin' Jeads Na to ima- 


covenant. bf grace) ——_—_ is no ſtock or olive tree, from 
which the q eus were. broken off by uvnbelief; into which 


they may be grafted by faich, as their own olive · tree or 


root, which Paul ſuppoſetb, Rom. xith chap. Therefore we - 


juſtly. conclude, that ſuch principles and ptadtices as lead 
pet ſous to deny the covenant, with Abraham to be a co- 


venant of grace, or to pretend that this covenant is vacated 
under the Goſpel, do in this way of believing and practi- 


ſing, not only oppoſe the plain accompliſhment of the 
prediction of Noah in our text, that Japheth ſhall-dwell in 
is tents of Shem (when, on theſe principles, Shem has 


no tents under the Goſpel) but alſo oppoſe Pau] manifeſt» 


ly, about the breaking off aud grafting in of the Jews, 


2nd fo are (at unawares) oppoſing the coming in of the 


Jews to the chriſtian chuteh, as to their own ſtocks and 
olive: tree. Tea, if ſuch principles ſhould univerſally 


prevail among profeſt Chriſtians, it would raiſe an unan- 
ſwerable objection, in the minds of the Jews; about their 
being grafted into their own ſtock, in the chriſtian church, 


as impoſſible; for which all pious men are wont to pray; 
and 1 doubt not, ſome who have unhappily miſtook on 


theſe points, do earneſtly pray for the coming in of the 


Jews 3; but-1 hope they will not be offended, if I ſhould 
- ſay, they need io watch, as well as pray, leſt, on the 
coming in of the Jews to their own ſtock and olive-tree 
(When the vail ſhall be taken from their hearts, ſo as elearly 
io fee the extent of that covenant with Abraham, which 
no doubt will be accompliſhed in its time) that then thoſe 
who have too much reſembled the Jews, in their unbe- 
lief about Abraham's covenant, ſhould alſo reſemble them 
in not owning the Jews at their coming into the chriſtian, 
church, by a grafting on their own ſtock, as the unbe- 


lieving Jews would not receive the Gentiles into the ſame 
covenant relation with themſelves, and fo were“ enemies 
* for your. lake,” as faith the Apoſtle, Rom. xi. 28. By 
fych principles, aud practices accordingly, perſons may be : 


in bo figall. danger. of, oppoling God's deſign, not only in 
bringing Japheth into, help 
"* WA I Wy W the } ve, on their 
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tenis; but alſo, in the ſame 
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own ſtock; and this by laying an invineible ſtumbling 
Block in their way, and 4100 diſowning them, as members 
of the chriſtian church, on ſach a grafting into their on 
olive tree; as Paul mentions : From which may God pre- 
ferve all perſons, by a ſerious regard of that, * be not 


„high minded, but fear,” and by giving that —— | 


which teacheth all things! Ii this view of chings, it 
appears ſtrange that an honeſt, ſenſible man, who believes 
ja Chriſt; and receives the ſeal of the righteouſneſs of faith, 
in baptiſm, as a ſon of Abraham, for himſelf, yet ſhould 
refuſe the ſame ſeal to his ſeed, when he reads with care the 
aſſurance which we have thatJapheth ſhall dwell in the tents 
of Shem, and ſees how God's providenee has confirmed 
it in the accompliſhments When he remembers alſo, that 
the Apoſtle ſays the promiſe is to you, and your children, 
and calſs to mind; that the ſeal, which was given to confirm 

the promiſe; was extended as far as the protniſe, even to 

Abraham and his ſeed, and fo maſt fairly be underſtood, and 
to all that are afar off and their ſeed; for otherwiſe the 

Jeus would have a larger ſhare in the promiſe, as propoſed 


by Peter, than the Gentiles, which is plain: And ſtill views 


how the Jews were broken off from Abraham's- coyenant 
or relation to God by unbelief, and ſhall be grafted into 
the chriſtian church, as their own ſtock and root, which 
have borne the Gemiles, and not the Gentiles the Jews, 
as Paul hath iti. Here I ſhould judge, that there is full 
evidence enough to ſatisfy any ſon or daughter of Abra- 
ham, of Japheth's poſterity, that their ſeed ſhould dwell 
with them in theſe tents of Shem, where they are them- 
ſelves, and' enjoy” the ſea] of theſe tents, as Shem's ſeed 


II Branch of this head, which was to notice how it 
** concerns every one to find bite ene in theſe 


tenis of Shem ev 

1. It concerns every. one, in point of intereſt, arid | priyi- 
lege, to find himſelf in thoſe rents, where he and bis are 
in a coveriant relation to God, as his God, and the God of 
his ſeed, which is infinitely more to be prized. than every | 
fling, ſee David, altho 2 kiag, ſpeaking on his 
INS 8 privilege, 


actually did. Now: we paſs to the * 3 0 ; 2 . 
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and he ſaith. „Ihad rather be a door keeper in = 
«che houſe-of my God, than to dwell in the tents of 
« wickedoefs,” Pſalm lxxxit. 10. Our greateſt. intereſt — 
chen maſt. ſurely urges us to ſee ihat we are in theſe | | 
tents (and not in the tents of wickedneſs) where having - A 
wen up ourſelves, and our ſeed to God, in baptiſm, we | 
bad religious obligation, binding us to live to God, and if 
up our children in the nurture and admonition of | 
9 d. whoſe we, and they are, as God ſaith of Abras. 9 
bam the father of all that believe, 1 know him, that he 1 
« will command. his children, and his bouſhald after bim, 
« and they ſhall keep the way of the Lord,” Gen. zviii- 19. 
This is a —_— example for all Chriſtians. to n 
after, in the tents of Sem. i 
2. It concerns eee bes 6 60 — 
gratitude to God; ſeeing God has, of his o ſovereign 
_ goodneſs, opened —— tents for fallen men, tu enter and 
dwell there. Therefore, each one h i bound to be 
wholly the Lord's, and devoted to his ſervice, loving him 
with all the * living to him in the whole life, as the 
Lord's, and not his on; under a ſenſe of this obligation, 
be is bound to enter and dwel} in theſe tents, by walking 
in all God's commands and ordinances blameleſs. Again, 
gratitude calls loudly on every one of the fallen race of 
men, to enter and dwell in theſe tents, as ſpread and 
opened by the unſearchable riches of divine love in Chriſt 
Jeſus, who is the great ſhepherd over the flocks which 
well in theſe teuts. K Theſe tents were not ſpread for 
. fallen angels, but fallen men; therefore, gratitude urges 
each one of the fallen race of men, to enter and dwell here, 
in obedience and to the honour of the great owner, and 
| not by neglect to flight the favour, of being i in covenant 
1 with God, as unworthy of notice. 
3. It concerns all thoſe wha do not allow their children 
as ſeal of the covenant in the golpel tents, at this day, 
whep Japheth dwells in the tents of Shem, 
1. Seriouſly to compare their tents, uithout * . 


5 aue with Shem f. ws 4 * aud ſce E 


08s) 


they loolc. And do they not look naked? like . eim 
. of Cuſhan in affliction,“ rather. than the tents of Shem, 
5 their additional glory under the goſpel diſpenſation? ö 
2. It behoves all ſuch, with unprejudiced minds, open 
10 receive light, fairly to view theſe tents; which ate not 
erected od Abraham's covenaut; nor yet the ſeed of be- 
lievers ſealed with the feal of the ſame righteouſneſs of 
faith, as in the tents of Stem; and then judge, whether 
they can fairly, (without violence to the Seriptures) be 
called the rents of Shem; where neither cgeenadt nor 
the ſubjects, nor the ſeal, is the ſame; bor diq Sem ever 
own or dwell in ſuch tehte al theſe. Here, 1 ſhould be 
ready to think,” the unbiaſſed mind, open to light, rather 
than to ſee the tents of Shem vanfſh away, "where he. is td 
_ dwell (if s Chriſtian of the poſterity of Japherh) at this 
day, wouldabe rather inelibed to yield that theſe tents are 
open for the ſeed of believers; to enjoy the ſeal, as in the 
days of old, as a' title to them. Won the ſerious ſon! 
conſiders theſe things, it is fiecall-carval reaſonings ſhould 
give place to the plain voice of a divine prediction in our 
text, rather than force the Scriptures into ſome unnätural 
or improper ſenſe, to ſupport his own opinion; with this 
advice I leave the e __ to TR _— is 5 before 
_ and 80 ON. - 274% 24% Y- 8 * 


V. We were to an vet Wee Gees Mir nb alle 


in ſome minds againſt What is ſaid; and then Cloſe 
with ſome reflections, by wiy” of improyement. 


5 7. It may be objefted, that ther is no command in ihg 
word of God for the baptizing 1 55 nor yet any 29 
imple of it; gor are they e of a \ (ea of the coves 
- EE of grace. as ae, _ 
To this threefold objetion. 10 af g give this anſwer.; 
Jo che firſt part, I would anſwer, 1 bas; Noah {who by 
inſpiration ſaw Shem's tents, before they were eretted ine 
to a covenant form, with th ſeal of Greumciſion joined 
as a title 10 5 poſitively IG as in our text, Jepheth 
ſhall dwell in = tents of Shem.'® In the next place, let 
. be obſeryed, that Abraham, who is called the father of 


all 


As: 344 


m: . . 8 * 
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alt char belted; 4629keir of the world; who firſbrook pol. 


Jews and Gentiles; this Abraham of Shem's line, was 
commanded, by God e , to eircu ie, t only him- 
ſelf, but his infant ſeed, which the Apoſtie Paul calls a 
ſeal of the righteouſneſs of faith in this public character, 
as father of all that believe. and heir of the world, heres 


ceived the ſea}-of the righteouſneſs of faith, which he ap- 


plied to his infant! ſeed, Rom. iv. 11, 13 Hence it moſt 
evidently follows, that we (who have a right to theſe rents 
of Shem, in the golpel day, as believers, and children of 


Abraham and heirs according to the promiſe, and are 


bleſſed with faithful Abraham) muſt either renounce our 
claim to theſe tents,” and to being the children of Abra - 


ham, and heirs according to the ein aud alſo all part 
in the bleſſing with faithful Abraham; or elſe we muſt 
look upon qurſelves bound by this — God 10 


Abraham, in which he acted as heir of the world, and fo 
of courſe as our heir, in this character he received the 


command, and applied the ſeal to himſelf and ſeed: There - 
fore it appears plain, that we are commanded, in this com - 


mand to Abraham, to apply the ſeal of the righteouſcels 


ot faith-to ourſelves and ſeed; as Abraham was; it being 


given firſt ro him, as our father, heir, or pattery, who 


ook poſſeſſion of this covenant, or theſe tents, in behalf 
not only of his own natural ſeed, but of all believers to 


the end of the world, Thus we have a-plain-command, 


for applying the ſeal of the righteouſneſs of faith, to the 
infant ſeed of believers, as children of Abraham. = 


To the ſecond part of the objection, that there is no 
example of baptizing infants in the Word. To this I 
would reply, that Abraham the father of all that believe, 
and heir of the world, has ſet us the moſt public example, 
in apply ing the ſeal of 

infant ſeed, at God's command; which ſeal now is baptiſm. 
This example, in the father of all that believe, and heir 


of the world, is more than ten theuſand private ex- 


amples, ſor this binds" and teaches all the heirs; this ex- 


ample looks every believer i in the face, who calls himſelf 
3 child of Abrabam, Tg 


ſeſſion of thefe rents, in behalf of ub that believe, both 


the righteouſneſs of faith to his 
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T0 che Ued part, I would ſay, God himſelf by cbm · 
mandling Abraham to apply the token of circumciſion, a 
ſeal of the righteouineſe of faith to his infant ſeed, has 
thereby in the moſt full manner determined, that they 
Fe capable of receiving a ſeal of the covenant of grace, 
unleſs we would teach God knowledge, Let none *hinke 
of evading the force of this argument, by ſaying the core - 
nant of Abraham was not à covenant of grace, which hag 
been ſo abundantly proved, and cannot be denied, without 
the molt glaring abſurdities. But {till the objection may 
be further removed by ſeveral Scriptures, ſec the Prophet 
{ying, I will pour my ſpirit upon thy ſeed, and my 
bleſſing upon thine offspring,” Iſai. xliv. 3. Again, 
* for 1 of the-bleſſed of the Lord, and 
their offspring with them.“ Iſai. lxv, 23. Again, © their 
s children alſo ſhall be as aforetime, Jer. xxx. 20. Com · 
pare theſe promiſes, which clearly allude to, the goſpel 
day, with what we have from the Apoſtle Peter, who when 
be had exhorted the Jews to repent and be baptized, adds, 
for their. encouragement, © for the promiſe. is unto you, 
and to your children, and to all that are afar of, even 
Lias many as the Lord our God ſhall call. Acts ii. 39. 
Now, let theſe words be viewed, and they bear this con · 
ſtruction. Firſt, that the promiſe is the immediate privilege 
of believing parents, aud their children, as tis expreſſed 
in the preſent time, and it may not be ſo divided as to be 
the immediate privilege of the believing parents, and the 
future privilege of their children, when they ſhall believe ; 
this change of the time, when the promiſe ſhall take place, 
between the parents and their children, is an evident abuſe 
of the text, and agrees not to any promiſe that can be refer · 
red to. Secondly, the promiſe, which is unto the Jews and 
their children, muſt be extended to all that are afar off, and 
io their children, and to as many as the Lord our God ſhall 
call, and their children; or elſe the Jews would have a larger 
ſhare in the promiſe under the Goſpel, than the Gentiles, 
which is not io be ſuppoſed. A like form of ſpeech we have | 
in the Evangeliſt, © A good man out of the good treaſure 
s of the heart, bringeth forth good esd and an ven 


1 ar 10 
9. 
« man out of the evil treaſure bri eth forth erilthings? 
Matt. xii. 35 Here in the laſt clauſe the heart is left 
out ; yet moſt fairly and neceſſariſy underſtood : 80 18 
the children in each branch of the fore 
ii. 39. And ſtill if we confider the promiſe of God to 
| Abraban,! wih bea God to thee, and to thy ſeed after 
4+ thee; and the predictions of the Prophets before- 


named; of the blefing that "extends to the offepring of 


as aforetime; and 
then recall the enhortation of Peter, as above, to repent 


is unto you, 


God's 


i people, and their children, - 


and be baptized ed wich '* the p 
and to your children, and to all that are afar off,” to 
de under ſtood of their children alfo, as we have ſhewn ! 


In this view of Peter's exhortation, ir gives believers; both 


ef the Jews and Gentiles, a en how for the 
feals ſhould extend in baptiſm, even as far as the promiſe 


and bleſſing extended; for the plain deſign of a ſea), is 10 
omiſes; bleſſings or privileges of a covenany, 
and therefore are to de extended as far as they tend. 


eonfirm the prot 


In this light the Apoſtle is fairly to be underſtood, as ex: 
| hotting to the baptiſm of children as well as parents, io 
whom now in the preſent tim e. the promiſe is extended. 
In this view the” Apoſtle appears conſiſtent and rational 
in every part. Here we may — find a ſufficient rea- 


ton why infant baptiſm is no more expreſly mentioned ia 
the new teſtament; namely this, at the firſt and leading 


inſlance of all the apoſtolic adminiſtrations (while they 
were together, and not ſcattered as afterwards) ir is deter. 


mined, that the promiſe is unto parents, and to their chil 
dren, as we have ſeen above; and this not only to Jews, 


but to all, even as many as the Lord our God (ſhall call, 
and to their children; as by a fair conſtruction of the 
words we have deen. Hence as the promiſe was to 
Abraham, and his ſeed, ſo was the ſeal; therefore this 
| being fixed, by the Apoſtles, at this firſt notable inſtance 
of adminiſtration; there was no ſpecial need of ever 
mentioning the baptizing of infants, which was ſo ſully 
contained and implied in the promiſe, and fixed by the 


9 77 "notable: inſtante dra wines according to the 


"Extent 
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extent of the promiſe, to believing pareuts and their chil- 
dren ; according to this, we find it recorded of ſeveral 
whole houſholds, that they were baptized, without men- 
tioning any thing farther about there being infants or not 
in them, which was not neceſſary on the forementioned 
rule of adminiſtration; for it muſt be taken for granted, 
that if there were any infants, they were baptized: In this 
manner, we may fairly underſtand that hiat, „elſe were 
« your children unclean, but now are they holy,” 1 Cor. 
vii. 14. as an alluſion to the eſtabliſned rule of admitting 
them to baptiſm, even here there. was but one parent a 
believer, and we may ſee this holineſs pointed at by that, 
every male that openeth the mb ſhall be called holy 
* to the Lord.“ Luke ii. 23. lu theſe places, holineſs is 
not to be underſtood either of real ſanRification of the 
heart, or of lawful marriage; but of ſuch a covenant ho- 
lineſs as belonged to creatures devoted to God. Aud ſo 
is a hint of their practice of baptizing their children, and 
is notiſairly accounted. for, auy otherwiſe, thau in this ſort, 
by all the attempts that have been employed about it. 
Ius we may eaſily. ſee how, it comes to paſs, that we 
have po expreſs account about the baptizing of the infant 
feed of believers. ” But turning the tables, and ſuppoliog 
the childten of believers ate not to he biptized under the 
Goſpel, but are excluded from this ſeal of che righteouſ- 
neſs of faith, and the much every way of the Jews, which 
they did enjoy in the tents: of Shem, and ate now tteated 
as unclean, and not holy to the Lord, as once they. were, 
and fo have loft all covenant relation to God, or viſible 
dwelliog in the tents of Shem. Now, on the ſuppoſition 
preſented to view, of fo great and viſible a change made in 
the ſubjects, who were to dwell in theſe tents of Shem. 
is it not much more incredible, that ſuch a change as we 
noticed above ſhould take place in the church of God, 
without one expreſs word, in the new teſtament, to ex- 
clude infants from their former privileges, which they 
really had, than it is, on the other hand, for the Scriptures 
1o be ſilent, in ſavour of the for mex heirs, who bad, and 
Mill have 2 light to ke promiſe and bleſſing, ad are faſted 
ß no nn ey. 
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holy. end Were in theſe tents, by long and Sing warrant ? 

Hee they muſt argue ftrangely, who do not own that the 
ſilence of the Scriptures, in not expreſsly mentioning that 
iofants were 28 is not to be interpreted againſt 
thoſe who had the ſeal of the righteouſneſs of faith, in 
Shem's tents (where we ate affured the Gentiles are now to 


dell) unleſs ſome expreſs word forbids thein to enjoy the 


golpel ſeal of the ſame righteouſneſs, which none pretend. 
On this view of the matter in diſpute, I would. aſk; 
whethes: there can be the like, or equal reaſon, for. ani 


expreſs mention or declaration of the continuance of chil- 


dren in theſe tents, where they were by divine command, 
as, on the other hand, there muſt be, for turning theni 
out, after they had been; by divine command, received into 
theſe tems? Now, I would appeal to the reaſon and con- 
frience of all honeſt and ſenſible inquirers, whether the 
ſuppoſed” filence of the Scriptures, in this matter of infant 
baptiſm, does not rather argue ſtrongly for ir, rather thari 
in the leaſt agaioſt it? Were infants admitted into Shem's 


tents, at God's word, and ſhall they be turned out without 


one expreſs word in the matter? Who can believe this, 
without ſtraining at a guat and ſwallowing a camel? Thus 


| T think the forementloned objection is fairly removed. 


2. It may be objected, that the uſual language of the 


new. teſtament is repent, or believe, and be baptized : 
Therefore infants that do not profeſs repentance, or faith, 


are rior to be baptixed. To this 1 reply, 

1. The Goſpel is properly, in its publication, to be 
addreſſed to perſons in adult age, or ſuch au age as they 
are capable of hearing with underſtanding; and in this, 
choſe who practice infant baptiſm differ not from choſe 
who deny it, in addreſſing themſelves to ſuch as are adults, 


to bring them to repentance, or fajthz which rg 


appears to be the caſe of the Apoſtles, in preaching to 
Jews, or Heathen, who attended their miniſtty, and this 
determines nothing in the caſe objected to; for all that 


Practice infant bapriſat do the ſame. 


2. It is repentance and faith, in adult albert) whom 
the ** is addteſſed, * gives ad 0 the * 


3 
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for themſelves, or a claim, n of Abrahain/or.heirs: 
of the bleſſing with Abraham; therefore in this, it is ne - 
ceſſary it ſhould be fo addreſſed to them, as-adults, to lay 
the foundation of their goſpel right and claim, which de- 
termines nothing about any further privileges enjoyed by 
them, or their children, as believers, and ſo is e. to | 


the preſent caſe in diſpute. . 


3. It is the viſible and credible 8 af a 
and faith, that gives a viſible and credible claim to the 


promiſes and privileges of believers; therefore the Goſ- 
| Judaiſm or Hea- - 
theniſm, as adults, to bring them to this repentanee; faith 


pel is addreſſed to them, in a ſtate of 


and credible profeſſion of the fame, that they may receive 
all the privileges of viſible. believers, for yan Fs or 
children. Thus we fairly account why the uſual lan- 


guage of the new teſtament, is, repent and believe, and be- 


baprized ; and do not diſcoyer the leaſt: to the 
practice of infant baptiſm, which takes place. or follows 
upon our viſible and credible profeſſion of repentance and 
faith. And here let it be obſerved, that to receive the ſeal 


of the righteouſneſs of faith in baptiſm, for ourſelves or 


ſeed, has the ſame ground to ſtand upon, even the pro- 
miſes, as Peter urged to repentance, with that encourage · 
ment, the promiſe is unto. you, and to your children ; 
therefore this may as properly, be called believers baptiſm, 
as any in the Bible; it being grounded on the promiſe, 
propoſed to the parents, and may as well be done in the 


exerciſe of faith, for their. children as for themſelves, and 


for the anſwer of a good conſcience in both, and not che 


putting away of ihe filth of the fleſh} in either. And now | 
what reaſon can be juſtly aſſigned, why the promiſe to the 


children of believers, in the tents of Shem, ſhould not be 
confirmed with the ſeal of the righteouſneſs. of faith, as 
was the promiſe, made to the ſeed of Abraham, in the 
ſame 4 tents, L know not. 

Nere let the queſtion be put, What! is "Je baptiſm ? 
Anſwer, It is a ually to believe.the promiſe and receive 
the ſeal of the ſame, in baptiſm, Now Jet it be remem- 


bered, Shak Peter urges to dap i is language, « For 


« the 
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” che promiſe is unto you, 
the promiſe is propoſed to adults, in the character of 
parents, directiy in the preſent tenſe, which extends both 
to parents and their children- Now, how ſhall theſe 
parents actually believe the promiſe, wirhout actually 
believing it to extend to their children; for ſo it runs now 
in the preſent time? And how can they actually receive 
the ſeal of their faith in this promiſe, by baptiſm, without 
receiving it for their children, to whom the promiſe and 
their belief of the promiſe, did actually extend? Again, 
ho is it poſſible, that any ſhould be excited to bepriſm, 

for themſelves. by believing this part of what Peter faith, 


it extends. 
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and to your children. Here 


the promiſe is unto you, and not have the ſame excitement 
to baptiſm. for their children, by believing the other part, 


and to your children, when they are thus joined together 


by the Apoſtle: to excite io baptiſm ? To theſe things I 
think there is no ſolid anſwer can be given, without own- 
ing that the infants of | believers have as good right to 
baptiſm, on the exhortation of Peter, as their parents, and 
that it may be proper bapriſm; for theme 


ly called believers 
{elves and children. For if we ſhould ſuppoſe what we 
will about the matter of the promiſe, yet if it is an encou- 


ragement to baptiſm for the parents, it muſt be equal 


Encouragement for the eee of their dane to whoth 


—_ It may be objefied; that baprifin is not a foal of the 
- covenant with that of circumciſion, and ſo is not in 
its room; therefore ought not to be wiener 10 wp 
Tod of believers. To this 1 reply, 


Iſt. It has been moſt evidently redes mangbe e 


nant made with Abraham is a eovebant of grace, 1 


rained all the 


or manifeſted in the 


grace that is enjoyed 


_ Goſpel, and that circumciſion was a ſeal of the righteouf- 
neſs of faith, in this covenant; cannot be denied. There- 


fore it follows, OI PINE Wray: fame 


 cvenane;'or of none. 


azdly, The evident ee is in the ale and | 


prifm and circamciſion, points ont 
* baptiſm GON in the room of circumciſion. - 
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48. Now it is, plain, that altho? no uncircumciſed perſons 
—— allowed to eat. of the paſſover, yet it is alſo plain 


: who allow infant baptiſm, do not practice. Tothis I reply, 


* -4 
24 - 
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ally, The Apoſtle 4 A aflerts-this to be the caſe, 
by faying to the Coloſſians, In whom alſo ye are circum- 
s ciſed, with the circumciſion made without hands, in 

« putting, off the body of the ſins of the fleſh, by the 
« circumciſion of Chriſt; buried with him in- baptiſm?” 
Col. ii. 11, 12. Here the Apoſtle bas fixed what he 
meant by the circumciſion of Chriſt, @ being buried with 
him in baptiſm; therefore it is plain, that baptiſm does take 
the place and room of circumciſion, as a ſeal of the ſame 
covenant of grace and righteouſneſs of faith, with that of 


circumciſion, and ſo may be properly applied to the infant 


ſeed, as that was for the 0 gud or Ae Kanes the 
objection is removed. 071 | 


4. It may be objefted, that it is not Ser "YN has how 


tiſm ſhould ſycceed circumciſion; as 2 ſeal of - the fame 
- covenant, ſeeing the females ere ng © irc mciſed, 


now they are baptized... | 
. To this let it be na wot te Docks 2 eee 
virtually, and in God's account treated as circumciſed per- 
ſons, when all the males were circume iſed. altho? they were 
not capable of it in the fle{b; ſee on this point what Moſes 
faith, « When a ſtranger ſhall fojourn with thee; and will 


VL keep the paſſover to — Lord, let all his males be cir- 


« cumeiſed. and then let him come near and keep it; and 
« he ſhall be as one that is born in the land; for no un- 
« circamciſed perſon ſhall ear of the paſſover. Exod. xii. 


that the women had as good a right to eat as the men, 


which may be ſeen by ver. 4 and 47, of the aboye Exod. xii. 
ence all the force of this objection diſappears, for ihe 


females were looked upon, and reared a8 — per- f 
ſons, where all the males were ſo 


5. It may be objected by ſome, if haptifee takes the place 
of circumeiſian, then ror 5 ſhould be alſo admiued to the 
holy ſupper, as they were to the paſſover, which thoſe 


iſt. The covenant made with Abraham; and ſealed by 
circumciſion, to himſelf, and ſeed, as his God, and the * 
being i 710 55 . hs ie a ER hg * en Rees habe ho 0 3 


paſſover, but ſtood — it four” bundred and thirty 
you as is moſt evident. 


as the coming in of the 
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of his ſeed,” had no immediate or direſt pelation- to the 


2dly.: The occaſion of che- Hinds of the paſſover de⸗ 
jo for the deliverance of the firſt born of my in Egypt, 


and the remembrance of that deliverance, = which the 
children had a ſpecial ſhare; therefore might properſy be 


Nn, of the paſſover, as ſpecial ſharers in the ſalvation. 


zdly. It is evident that the reaſon why circumeifion was 
* as. to preceed the attendance on the paſſover (althoꝰ ir 
was not the only qualification required) was this, that by 

meiſion, they were in a covenant relation to God, as 


his ae - therefore without ſuch a relation, it would not 
be proper to commemorate the deliverance of that people, 


with whom they were not in union by covenant ; and hence 


it is plain, that circumeiſion was enjoined on the ſtranger, 


that would keep the paſſover, that fo; as one with them, 


he might remember, and N ad in their r as 
his onn. Hence, 25. ve n bee 


Athly. It follows, a vaniſhing away of is Moſaic 


penſation of ty 
and ſhadows continued) does not in the leaſt affect the 


privileges of Abraham's everlaſting covenant, which was 


ſealed to him, and his ſeed; according to the Apoſtle, 
The covenant that was confirmed before of God in 


« Chriſt, the law which was four hundred and thirty years 
- promiſe 
« of none effect. Gal. iii, 1 7. From this we plainly ſee that 


legal diſpenſation of Moſes did not 
diſanul the covenant promiſe with Abraham; ſo neither 


its vaniſhing away, under the Goſpel, doth diſanul the pro- 
miſe long before confirmed to Abraham in Chriſt. There- 


after, cannot diſanul, that it ſhould make the 


fore, in this view, we r that as the covenant 
relation of n ſeed, did long exiſt before 


the paſſover, and did not reſt upon that occaſional inſtitu- 
tion of the paſſover, it is not loſt, or diminiſhed, by any 


chang ö of the ſubjects, or mode of the adminiſtration of 
he Jogal, or * palloyer, © that the objcQion, on thas 


Head, 


adminiſtration of the paſſover (az a temporary conſticution, | 
which had ĩts uſe and end, whilſt that dif 


For 1 it had — of the great head of tho church, 


for his church, that would not have altered the privile es 
of the promiſes relating to baptiſm in Abraham's covenant, 
once way or the other. Thus the nn ae 
for the preſent. 

5. It may be objected, Mine "OY is a in alan 
the outward ſeal 1 the covenant to our ſeed, ſiuce it does 


not convey. inward: \SrACor + as i ok ecrtain: fr: fon it be 
anſwered to this, 


mael ſcoffs, and Eſau is p 

+ ſome. make the faith of God without effect? God forbid:” 
Ram. iii 3,4. Here I think to be ſatisſied with the Apoſile's 
much every way, as the advantage of circumciſion, is much 


; 3 
oO) 
- head, againſt inſant beptiſm, appears withott foundation: 


vot to have appointed any goſpel paſſover, or holy ſupper, 


iſt. No outward: al was ever in witſelf deſigned: to con- 


vey inward grace, .citber to the believer-or feed ; but to 
confirm the promiſe, ſtrengthen grace, and anſwer a good 
conſcience: Therefore the objection is not properly a- 
gainſt infant baptiſm, but all baptiſm, as uſeleſs; becauſe 


it does not that which it never was deligned s do, in 
any caſe whaceyer,, 


_ 2dly, This was indeed t the caſe with cirenmeiſon, it 


did not convey in ward grace to all that received it. Iſh- 
rophane. Does the uobelief of 


ſafer than to reſt on our carnal reaſoning, which as much 


oppoſes the circumciſion of infants as the baptiſm of infants: 
Therefore, 1 conclude there is no weight in the objection. 


1 thus conſidered the moſt important objeftions, 
I ſhall proceed to cloſe with' ſome reflections. 


1. From what we have heard, we gather, that to deny 


the covenant made with Abraham to be a' covenant of 


grace, is in a manner to deny the whole Goſpel, ſo evi- 


to heaven without a covenant of grace; either of which is 


| horrible 0 ſuppoſe. aeg 


2. We alſo gather, chat to deny the chriſtian church of 


F the * to Wy io the fame. 88 and on the 


lame 


ently collected from it, and ſtanding on it, and muſt in 
that regard ſap the hope of God's ancfent people, who on 
| foch a ſuppoſition muſt either have alt periſhed, or gone 


(ws) 


ſame root, on which the-jewiſh churth ſibod before their 
breaking off by unbelief, is much to reſemble the unbe- 

lie ving Jews in this important point; who were brokem off 
| from the church of God, as enemies, for the ſake of the 
8 Gentiles, as we ſee, Rom. xi. 28. and the believing Gen- 
| tiles grafted in their room, on 5 ſame Hobk and among: 
the branches that remained, Gr alive e 


: 3. We infer, that ſuch priveiples, or e as na- 
| rurally lead perſons to think Abtaham's-covenant'was not 
2 covenant of grace, or that the Gentiles are not grafted: 
into that covenant, ſo as to partake of the root and fatneſs 
of it, as the jewiſh olive - tree, which is yet their root, into 
ö which they ſhall be again grafted, if they abide not {till in. 
1 uabelief; that theſe doctrines, which thus lead are 
5 juſtly, to be avoided, as ſapping the foundation of the 
i chriſtian faith; and every ſtep leading thorgto! yn wa 
L be guarded againſt by every ſerious ſoul. 
85 4. We may infer, that if the covenant made with Abra . 
ham was not a covenant of grace, it could not be a place, 
or tent, for Japheth to dwell in, under the goſpel diſped- 
ſation, which is the thing intended in our text: Or, if this 
covenant is vacated, then it follows, moſt ſurely, Shem' has 
no ients for Japheth to dwell in, at this day, of any kind 
or nature ; nor for his own poſterity to return to, for a 
| grafting 7 again, as Paul concludes. Therefore every 
ſuch imagination ought to be treated as vacate. 
5. Hence let Japheth's poſterity be adviſed carefully. 
to ſhun: ſuch, doQrines, and praftices, as evidently. oppoſe 
the fair and juſt accompliſhment of the prediction in our 
text, by ſhutting, out our children from theſe tents, with · 
out. a, warrant from God; leſt we fall under that . 
4 Who hath required this at your hands? 1 
6. The manner of Japheth's coming in to dwelb in . | 
1 Sbem, in the- goſpel day, being by incorporation - © 
into the ſame body, and grafting op the ſame ſtock, and 
among the remaining branches of the jewiſh church, which 
| Were not. broken off by unbelief: This fairly and neceſſa- 
rily-implies the lame privileges with that. body and ſtock 
10 n e ary i united; men n. is 
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Hence God does plainly 
privileges of the goſpel church ſhalt not be diminiſhed, 
Theſe the adminiſtration is more ſpiritual and glotious. 
7. It appears moſt certain, that infants did once, by God's 
appointment, receive a ſigu or ſeal of the covenant of grace, 
in its viſible adminiſtration, in the tents of Shem, hwy 
was the viſible right of their continuance in them. 

8. It is equally certain, that infants were capable of a Jy 
ble ſea], ſceing'it was God's appointment. He that fays they 
are not, does charge God with folly ; and let him — whey it. 
9. It moſt clearly follows, that as infants did once enjoy, 
and are thereby proved to be capable of enjoying a feal 


of the covenant of grace (in tis's viſible adminiſtration 1 in 
the tents of Shem) they have ſtill the fame right. to enjoy 


now dwells, under the Goſpe 
unleſs God has by ſome wor cut them off from ſuch a Teal; 
but this is not done. Therefore they have a right ſtill. 

10. One of theſe things muſt follow on what'is faid. 

Firſt, either the Jews had no advantage, nor was there any 


profit in circumciſion; Or, Secondly, this advantage and 
profit is leſt. to believers under the 


tiſm; in theſe tents of Smem. 10 

11. From what we haye heard we gather, her ir the 
covenant made and confirmed to Abraham, and his ſeed, 
by the ſeal of circumciſion, was not a covenant-of gra 


and an everlaſting covenant, by which Abraham was con- 


ſtituted the father of all that believe, and heir of the world, 
ſo that theſe were not gracious and everlaſting: covenant 
privileges, which were granted to Abraham, and his ſeed, 
of the line of Shem, then-theſe things neceſſarily follow. 
1. There are no tents of grace under the 


edged, or dwelt in as his tents. 


2. It muſt be, on this ſuppoſition, impoſſible for onr text | 
to be accompliſhed under the Goſpel, that Japhet ſhall 


dwell in the rents of Shem, When Shem has no tents; ether 


gengt tir che 


4 ſeal of the ſame covenant, in the ſame tents, where Japheth 
, Ultho' the ſeal is changed; 


; Which may 
not be ſuppoſed : Or, Thirdly, Infants of believers maſt 


no have right to the goſpel circumcifion, "NO is dap⸗ 


oſpel for 
Japherb/ to dwelt in, which Shem ever Wn en. 


for himſelf or Japheth to dwell in at this day. 3. It 
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3. It follows, on the foremencdionet;grounds, that altho? 
God: has ſo ed and evidently kept his covenant with 
Noals, add his ſeed, as a ſure aud everlaſting covenant, con- 
firmed by the bow in the cloud to this day; yet the coves 
nant ws 4 with Abraham, and his feed, and confirmed with 

che feal of eireumciſion, as an evertaſting covenant, has now = 
for more than ſeventeen hundred fears enn been ä 
vacated, which is impoſfibfſe. 

"4. On the genial of Abrihim's covenant as bore, it 
deariy follows, that tHe Jews could hot be broken off from 
their 6w9 olive tree; for it did not then exiſt; nor can they 
ever be grafted into it again as their own root under the 
Goſpel, for it tas'dried\ up and is dead, and has no ſap or 
fatneſi for them; on the above ſuppoſition, concerning 
Abraham's cov enunt privileges, theſe ſtrange conſeqoences 
that are ſo ſhocking, ate not to be avoided, T 

5. It alſo follows, that Chriſtiaus have loſt a privilege un 
der the Goſ pel; whietrto Abraham's ſeed, under the old teſ- 
tament, was 4 privilege much every way for their advantage. 

But to turn the tables, and allow, agreeable to what we 
have heard from the Seriptutes that the covenaut made and 
ſealed with Hbraham, and his ſeed, wat à covenant of grace, 
and an everlaſtiug covenatin; which conſtituted Abrdinnn 
the father ef ul} that believe, and heir of the world; and 
that cheſe eoveniatt priviſeges zre the tents» of Shem 
under the Goſpel; chen theſe thikgv follow moſt evidentiy. 

. That Sheth's tents are eaſilf and fairly found, in 
theſe covenant privteges of Abratum and his feed, of the 
line « Shem. 

2. Thus we ſee dow bur tert is and may bb not e 5 
plestiy accompliſſted under the Goſpel by * 5 
coming into aud enfoying theſe covenant privileges, as 
Sherft's tents by which” the feal of the righteouſneſs of | 
faith, it bapriſm of parents and their infant feed, is enjoyed, 
a the feal of the batte fach was enjoyed inthe tents of Shen. 
3. It appears in this view, that God has exactly accom 

Pl thed the prediction in out tet, and as truly verified bür 
oovenadt with Abratiam, as at everlaſting covenant, as that 
ok Noah by the bow it the cloud, which ſtill cont 


ne” N * 3 . e n. . 
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it not abiding ſtill in unbelief, may be —— in by Pry 


receive the returning and believing. eus into the boſom 


- as Abraham's ſeed, and heirs accor 
Abraham, are bapcized, then the chri 


+, God, —— with N 
everlaſting cove 
children, — Shem's rents, and 


in the way of the blind Jewe,:t0 
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It niavifeſtly- appears, Mae the ku were broken of, 
1 from their: own olire tree, yer 


10 their own olive tree under the Galpel, as Paul men- 
tions; and that as the belfeving Jews, with open arms and 
hearts, (agreeable. to the ain and, prayer of the ancient 
church) received the bearing Gentiles i _ . of 
Abraham's covenant, in the ning of the-goſpel 

ſo the believing Gentiles, of the riſen chureh, ſhall — 


open arms and hearis (agreeable to their. wiſh and prayers) 


of the ſame covenant of Abraham, 1 


Ar on oor al 


tents, and thus of Twain become: ons body; i + 


5. It hence clearly follows, tnx if the 
e 
— x ory dnp peg 
prived ue ge, ul fays is much eyery way 
-.>In;this'Jaft view, by- turning rho taples, rhe forenamed 


difficulties are fairly rem 2 
tures out of their proper: 


l 
ant 3 if we would dot Der euttelner and 


diction in our text; if we would. N y-a ov 


gralting into. theie,own' ſtock ; i. we * irent 2 
children as having a covenant h , agrecable 10:1 

Apoſtle; if N not cut them of trom all relation 
10 God; as his, which is much erer e eee 
if we would not refuſe tp; lay gurſel 
bring up: our n 
E The be ll e een age 
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when they ſpoke-of Baptiſm, uſed the Thing 
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* x o. Gate” on to e>dſider tlie le which be 155 
that che Baptiſam of Children was the conſtant Practice r 
Je 
== Mill confitm the Evidence that it was their*PraQice alfo; 
For it carinot be fuppoſed byt wat thoſe who lived fo vear the. 


Apolkles, as che firſt, ſecond, and third Ceoturies, muſt bave 


known what was. the Practice of the Apoſtles, themſelves, and 
that they praiſed accordingly ; For tis allowed by a 55 
the Church was then in its Purity, and not cba e with 


vation and Superſtitions : And the Writers of Nate Timer dre 


not uniy Withelles, chat Infant-Baptiſm was the Practice in 
their Day, but exprefily declare, ſome of them, that it way he 
Prailes. "of the gg themleiven, and of the Church: from 
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The iſt Rvidence 8 FRO is Jrenus, why 
beſt Accounts, was born before the Death of the 9745 ao 
aken about the 5 


01 wa well acquainted with 3 1 1. who was 7 
;.2nd therefore could not be mi 
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It muſt alto be rad har N cad; ky; cb es 
Gan ified for the 
Sign; and, as in. the Old- Teſtament, 2 is called the 
Covenant, inſtead of the giga and Seal- of the Coyenant ; fo, by 
remus and others, tiſm is called Regeneration, becauſe its 
the outward Sign of. Refieneratian,. and the renewing. of the 
Holy Ghoſt, With how much Propriety he calls it ſo, is no- 
thing bs ine, if jt appea*y that he Yoes call it fo, und under that 
CharaQer ſpeaks 7 it as commande to Children and Little ones: 
bis Teſtimony is direQly to thePurpoſe. And bat de does Mp T 
Ke N B > e . | 
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primitive Church frox the Apoſtles Time; which will. 
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Words : . When Chrift; fays he, gave his Diſciples the Com- 
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the Command /of-cegenetating, be means the Be Aerand of 
baptizipg; not that he ſuppoſes Baptiſm was Regeneration; 
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Allowing then, that he uſes Regeneration for Baptiſm, as the 
above Quotation plainly-proves, his Teſtimony is plain-for-the 

Baptiſm of Infants ; for he adds: Chriſt came to ſave thale, 
** who by him arg regenerated, unto God; ſi. e. baptized) bath 
«« Infants and Little- ones; and young men and elderly Perſons: 
Here he ſpeaks of Infants and Little-ones being regenęrated un · 
to God. And that he uſes the Word Regeneration for Baptiſm, 
putting the Thing ſignified for the Sign, is further evident from 
the concurring Eraeucg of. his contemporary Writers; particu 


_ larly Fuftin Martyr KA has theſe Words ; „ They are rege- 

<< nerated'in the ſame Way in which we baue been regenerated, 
<& for they are waſhed with Water in "mg Name of the Father, 
< the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt,” If it be laid there was 
an Impropriety in calling Regzneration Baptiſm, it is nothing to 
the preſeut argument; for that they did call it fo, is Eta hn I 
fact from theſe Quotations ; and it is equally fact that they 
| fpoke of it as eommanded to [nfants and Little-ones, as well as 
young men and elderly perſo nns. 


In the Beginning of the third Century, Origen expreſsly de- 
clares Infant-Baptiſm to have been the Fenſtant Uie of the 
Church. The Occaſion af his mentioning it was this, he was 
attempting, in the eighth Homily, to prove the Doctrine of 
Original Sin, and that Infants were guilty as ſoon as born, and 
makes uſe of their Baptiſm as an Argument. The Baptiſm of 
«© Children, ſays he, is given for the Forgiveneſs of Sins: But 
« why, continues he, are Infants, by the Uſags of the Church, 
tc baptized, if they have nothing that wants Forgiveneſs I”: And 
again, he adds, it is becauſe by the Sacrament of Baptiſm 
« the Pollution of our Birth is taken away, that Infants are 
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